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Call for Papers 
Food is a basic condition for human life; therefore food and food production are at the centre 

of attention of national states. The public and academic debate on food grasps a wide number 

of topics, such as the impact of globalization and the counter reaction to globalization through 

processes of localization, the transnationalization of the agro-food sector, agro-food policies, 

food as a cultural heritage, nutrition and health aspects, food safety and food security, sensory 

aspects and food quality, procurance of public food, consumer aspects, the articulation of 

agricultural systems and their impact on the environment, gender and labor issues related to 

food and agriculture, et cetera. 

 

In the Baltic Sea Region and Eastern European countries, the dynamics of the agro-food 

system and the concerns in the public debate vary considerably across countries, partly due to 

historical aspects, the structure of the food sector, local and national traditions. Many, but not 

all countries have gone through a transition from socialism to capitalism. Most, but not all 

countries have become members of the EU. For those that are members of the EU the 

implementation of EU legislation in the agro-food area is many times complicated and some 

countries obtain less agricultural support than others. In some countries the structural 

rationalization of the agro-food sector has become path dependent and in some there is still a 

predominance of small scale agriculture and food elaboration. Some countries have 

rediscovered the value of their food heritage and are actively promoting the production and 

consumption of artisan food, while others actively promote the industrialization of the agro-

food sector and consumption of industrially processed food. In sum, there are countless of 

experiences and themes and they vary from country to country. 

 

This special issue of the Baltic Worlds journal welcomes articles about contemporary 

challenges in food and agriculture in the Baltic Sea Countries and the enlarged area of Eastern 

Europe (Russian, Caucasus and Balkan included)  from all strands of social sciences, 

humanities and environmental sciences. All papers must be written in English and will be 

submitted to a double blind peer review process before acceptance. 

 

Please send your abstract of a maximum of 300 words to guest editor Paulina Rytkönen, 

paulina.rytkonen@sh.se. no later than 1
st
 of March. All communications must be written in 

English. Please consider that the deadline for full manuscripts is Friday the 31
st
 of May. 

 

Please, read more about becoming a Baltic Worlds contributor on: 

http://balticworlds.com/become-a-contributor/  

 

Guest Editor, 

Paulina Rytkönen 

Associate professor in Economic History, Södertörn University 
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