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Call for papers 
Since the late 1980s, Russian economy has been transformed in terms of introduction of new 
institutions and practices associated with modern capitalism and market economy. Today, 23 years 
after the dissolution of Soviet Union, only some elements of this transformation have come into 
being. The old-style plan economy has been dismantled but the nature of new economic institutions 
in today’s Russia differs considerably from the vision advocated by the Russian reformers. The 
presence of the state in economy is still strong and ‘free market’ mechanism has not been a driving 
force of the development. The façade of formal institutions of market economy conceals a different 
reality where economy and politics are not divided but are merged in a complicated inter-play. 
Hence, alternative approaches to study the Russian economy can provide better insight in the field 
compared to traditional ‘transitology’. To go beyond the dichotomies of ”plan versus market” or 
“transparent institutions versus corruption” means that we can better understand how the Russian 
post-Soviet economy works in reality, not how it should work according to mainstream economics 
and its dogmas. 
 
This special issue of the Baltic Worlds journal welcomes articles about multifaceted aspects of Russian 
economic transformations during the post-Soviet period. While not limiting to a specific methodology or 
theoretical approach, contributions may span over such disciplines as political economy, sociology, 
economic history and political science. The articles may deal with the following issues: 
- institutional development as a part of Russian post-Soviet economic reforms, especially role of the 
state in this process; 
- post-Soviet Russian business and private entrepreneurship; 
- informal economy and corruption; 
- interplay between economic and political elites; 
- comparison of economic reforms and modernization between Russia and other post-Socialist 
countries alternatively non-Western societies such as the BRICS group. 
 
All papers must be written in English and will be submitted to a double blind peer review process 
before acceptance. The journal provides final proof reading of accepted papers. Articles should not 
exceed 8,000 words or 45,000 characters. Book reviews with relevance to the field are also invited. 
Please, send your abstract of a maximum of 300 words to guest editor Ilja Viktorov, send e-mail to: 
ilja.viktorov@sh.se no later than September 1, 2014. Please consider that the deadline for full 
manuscripts is December 1, 2014. The issue is scheduled for publishing in autumn 2015. 
 

Please, read more about becoming a Baltic Worlds contributor on: http://balticworlds.com/become-
a-contributor/ 

Guest Editor Baltic Worlds,  
Ilja Viktorov, PhD in Economic history 
 
Baltic Worlds is a quarterly publication, with international distribution. The journal Baltic Worlds is published by the Centre 
for Baltic and East European Studies (CBEES) at Södertörn University, and is financed by funds made available by the 
Östersjöstiftelsen (Baltic Sea Foundation). On the web site www.balticworlds.com the journal is Open Access.  
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