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year ago in Stockholm, colleagues from the Baltic 
Countries and Latin America met to study and com-
pare the contexts where anti-gender politics and 
democratic resistance from women’s and feminist 

movements were taking place across continents and countries.
Latin America experienced the intensification of a dual politi-

cal process in 2019. On the one hand, we saw the growth and 
advance of anti-gender politics supported by religious funda-
mentalism and police brutality; on the other, the growing promi-
nence of women’s and feminist movements in the insurrectional 
struggles of our sub-continent. A green wave of disobedience 
and defiance has swept through Central America, Ecuador, 
Chile, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia and Argentina.

15 years of neoliberal policies
Note that Latin America is the most unequal region in the world 
and has the most violent cities on the planet.1 All governments, 
both popular and center-left as well as neo-liberal and conser-
vative, base their economic power on commodity extraction. 
This is true from the deposed Evo Morales (Bolivia) to the for-
mer beloved son of the market, Mauricio Macri (Argentina), 
and includes Piñeira (Chile), Duque (Colombia) and Maduro 
(Venezuela). Extractive industries are accompanied by private 
armies that contribute to violence against native populations, as 
well as gender violence and femicide. In addition to the massive 
militarization of some countries such as Colombia, Peru, Chile 

and Bolivia, borders and maquila zones [manufacturing plant 
that imports and assembles duty-free components for export] 
are other factors that contribute to gender violence. Moreover, 
over the past decade and a half, neoliberal governments have 
cut spending on health, education, and pensions. Spending on 
vaccines, medicines and comprehensive health and education 
programs has also been slashed. As a result, child pregnancy 
and school dropouts are increasing, while the consequences of 
unemployment proliferate.2

After fifteen years of neoliberal economic policies, women 
and girls have been doubly affected by the current situation of 
widespread poverty and violence. This is the face of poverty in 
Latin America: female, indigenous, a minor, who lives in a rural 
area.3

Resistance and responses
In this context, the organizations of indigenous and urban wom-
en, of young millennial artists, journalists in social networks, 
workers, trade unionists and student organizations, has not 
stopped growing, strengthening and developing new ways of do-
ing politics, while at the same time resisting state violence.

From October 2019, citizens of Ecuador, Chile, Bolivia and 
Colombia have come out to protest for weeks at a time, in a 
popular uprising across countries simultaneously that took us all 
by surprise.

Their governments have responded by placing cities and 
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Feminist protest in Brasilia, 
Brasil, in november 2019.
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municipalities under  curfew, declaring states of emergency, 
militarizing daily life, ordering the repression of the population 
by police and military, with the result of underreported victims 
of hundreds of gunshot wounds and detainees, including chil-
dren and teenagers, reports of missing persons and widespread 
sexual abuse from the police and pacos [cops].4

The peoples of Ecuador, Chile and Colombia have been on 
the streets, squares and assemblies to demand an end to the neo-
liberal economy and “the right to live in peace with dignity.” This 
scenario is populated by a new urban generation of feminists, as 
well as by the “ancestral” organizations of the original feminists.

The evangelic ideology  
and the Catholic Church
The situation in Bolivia is different. The government led by Evo 
Morales was deposed by a coup d’etat and a hunt has been un-
leashed against officials of the Mas (Movement Towards Social-
ism, Morales’ mass party), the unions, indigenous people and 
all the institutions and symbols of the “Plurinational state of Bo-
livia”. It is a racist anti-indigenous coup, which relies on the bible 
and on discourses emanating from the evangelical Pentecostal 
churches.

The coup d’etat in Bolivia was formalized with the lady presi-
dent of the Senate swearing by a huge bible (with no opposition 
present), while police forces burned wiphalas, [the alternative 
Bolivian flag]. The mayor of the municipality of Vinto, Patricia 
Arce, was tortured and humiliated, her hair was cut, and red 
paint was thrown at her. Shaving “cholas” [persons of mixed 
indigenous/European ancestry] has become another form of 
torture, as has causing blindness by hurting the eyes in Chile 
(800 cases reported so far to the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights).

The Santa Cruz business leader “Macho Camacho” represents 
a fundamentalist Pentecostal evangelical sector. “We are going to 
get Pachamama out of public places and we are going to impose 
the bible,” Camacho has promised.

As the decolonial philosopher and theologian Enrique Dussel 
explains, evangelist ideology is the spearhead of US politics. In 
the 1970s, the Catholic religion was used as the dominant ideol-
ogy and the left was seen as the enemy, but now evangelical 
groups are used as a starting point and indigenous cultures as 
enemies.5

In Brazil, the Brasil Libre movement, which emerged in the 
context of Dilma Roussef’s impeachment, and the “Schools with-
out Party” movement, articulated with sectors of the Catholic 
Church, evangelicals and the Jewish right, actively participated 
in the election of Jair Bolsonaro. In November 2017, Judith Butler 
was attacked by groups of the extreme religious right, who car-
ried bibles and crucifixes and burned photos of the philosopher 
where she was portrayed as a devil and as a witch.6

Nationalism and anti-genderism
In Colombia, the revision of the school coexistence manuals 
ordered by the Constitution (2015) and the peace agreement 
between the FARC-EP guerrillas and the government, which co-

incided in time, strengthened the extreme political and religious 
right of Colombia and caused the peace agreement (2016) to 
fail. A moral panic against “gender ideology” was created by the 
conservative and religious right, with the purpose of defeating 
this democratic process. Anti-gender politics has built a sense of 
collective identity around family values, “our imagined nation”, 
“don’t mess with my children”, anti-abortion and anti-LGBTQI+ 
rights, but above all, fighting to impose an Orwellian meaning on 
peace and democracy, in a country harassed by so many forms 
of violence.

Feminist women’s movements are leading the struggles for 
survival and emancipation in their respective public spheres. In 
Chile, despite fierce repression, women’s organizations lead the 
fight for a new constitution, that, it is hoped, will express a new 
social pact and also a new sexual pact for living together.

In Bolivia, despite murderous persecution, women carry out 
“The Women’s Parliament”, using networks, permanent public 
assembly and community dialogue. In Argentina, the fight for 
the right to legal, safe and free abortion continues and the new 
president Alberto Fernandez has committed himself to the legal-
ization of abortion on demand.

In my view, we can suggest that against a revitalized discourse 
of the anti-gender right that actively collaborates with the neolib-
eral political economy, the “feminist people” is the protagonist 
in all its multiplicity in the defense and (re)construction of de-
mocracy throughout Latin America.≈
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