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I n !"18 and !"!1, I wrote two articles 
for Baltic Worlds on Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian attitude climate in the con-
text of the ongoing Russian attack on 

Ukraine, launched in !"14.1 The empirical 
data used in the articles was largely taken 
from the website of the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociolo&y (KIIS), whose press 
releases and reports are accessible in 
Ukrainian, Russian, and English.! The KIIS 
surveys covered the territory governed 
by the Government of Ukraine before 
February !"!!. One of the key purposes 
of the articles was to give the Ukrainian 
population a more international voice, 
taking into account the pro-Russian bias 
of the international research community 
as pointed out e.g. in the Kuzio-Sakwa 
debate.3 Now, it may be interesting to 
take a new look at the attitude climate in 
Ukraine and how it has changed; the war 
has continued since !"14 and escalated 
in !"!!, and while the international com-
munity keeps speaking about peace and 
security guarantees, there is no real per-
spective of the war ending. 

ONE VERY SIGNIFICANT result of the war 
so far is that Ukraine has become more 
monolingual than it was earlier. After !rst 
annexing Crimea, which has a Russian-
speaking majority ("8% before the an-
nexation), Russia also formally annexed 
e.g. the occupied Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts, both of which also had Russian-
speaking majorities before the war (75% 
and "'%, respectively).( As a result, 
Ukraine seems to have lost — this is my es-
timate — over " million Russian-speaking 
citizens, plus some additional number 
from other oblasts under Russian occu-
pation. It deserves mentioning that the 
Russian attack is mainly on those people 
Russia claimed to be protecting, who live 
in Eastern Ukraine. For instance, approxi-
mately half of the internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Ukraine come from 

of the war in !"!! was later seen in the 
Nordics, where Finland and Sweden, both 
once staunchly neutral, joined NATO in 
!"!3 with high levels of public support.

Ukrainian attitudes 
in 2024–2025
When describing the attitude climate in 
today’s Ukraine, I again draw on the KIIS’s 
most recent data, supplemented with a 
few other sources. As before, the KIIS sur-
veys cover the territory controlled by the 
Government of Ukraine, i.e. a somewhat 
smaller part of the country than in the 
earlier articles ()*17, )*)1).

The impact of the war is now being 
felt directly by a signi(cant share of 
the Ukrainian population. Almost 4") 
experienced bombing or shelling in 
!"!4, while 3") experienced separation 
from loved ones at some point during 
!"!4—!"!*. The levels of stress faced 
by the population have increased since 
!"!3, with only 1") reporting they expe-
rienced no stressful situations.9 Never-
theless, most of the population are ready 
to endure the war as long as needed, 
and this share increased from !"!4 to 
!"!*. A clear majority (,,)) sees Ukraine 
as being able to continue its resistance 
against Russia, and most Ukrainians do 
not believe that the present negotiations 
will bring peace.1" When asked in !"!* 
whether the Russian or European-Ukrai-
nian peace plans would be acceptable to 
them, ,*) of respondents rejected the 
Russian plan, but ,4) found the Europe-
an-Ukrainian plan acceptable, including 
freezing the con-ict along the present 
front line without legal recognition of 
the occupied territory for gaining inter-
national security guarantees. However, 
most respondents expected Russia to at-
tack again. These results show that public 
readiness to accept Ukraine giving up 
some of its territory increased between 
May !"!! and October !"!* from 1") to 

UKRAINE UPDATE;  
THE ATTITUDE CLIMATE  
IN 2026 by Simo Mannila

“ONE VERY 
SIGNIFICANT 

RESULT OF THE 
WAR SO FAR IS 

THAT UKRAINE HAS 
BECOME MORE 
MONOLINGUAL 

THAN IT WAS 
EARLIER.”

the majority Russian-speaking regions 
of Kharkiv and Donetsk.5 Most of these 
people de!ne themselves as Ukrainians, 
since language does not de!ne ethnicity 
or state loyalty in Ukraine." 

Ukrainians’ positive attitude toward 
Russia started to diminish as of !"14 as a 
result of the war, but the share of those 
with a positive attitude toward the coun-
try was still a surprising 4!) in !"!", 
equal to that of those with a negative at-
titude. Russians’ attitude toward Ukraine 
underwent a very similar development, 
with positive attitudes slightly dominating 
over negative ones. This result may be ex-
plained by the fact that, when responding 
to the question, the people surveyed had 
many di.erent things in mind: people, 
history, government. When asked, in 
!"!", about people speci(cally, attitudes 
in Ukraine toward Russians, as well as 
those of Russians toward Ukrainians, 
were largely positive, at ,,) in Ukraine 
and 8!) in Russia. Up until the full-scale 
attack in !"!!, negative attitudes in both 
countries were reserved for the other 
country’s political leadership., 

In the course of the war, from !"14 
onward Ukraine quickly changed from 
a country where the population was 
balancing between East and West to one 
with a clear Western orientation, leaning 
toward NATO and the European Union.8 A 
similar repercussion of Russia’s escalation 
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The impact of the war is now being felt directly 
by a significant share of the Ukrainian population. 

Almost 40% experienced bombing or shelling in 
2024, while 30% experienced separation from 

loved ones at some point during 2024–2025.
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38), although a majority (*4)) is still 
against this.11

SOMEWHAT surprisingly, in )*)( a major-
ity of Ukrainians (58%) considered them-
selves happy, although this share was 
down from "'% in )*),. Only 1"% of the 
people surveyed considered themselves 
unhappy. Besides those directly related to 
the war, other factors also exert a signi!-
cant  in-uence on happiness. Good health 
and well-being (calculated in monetary 
terms) as well as optimism about the fu-
ture of the country happiness, while old 
age decreases it.1) Most Ukrainians have 
a positive view regarding the future of 
Ukraine. At the end of )*)5, a total of "(% 
thought that Ukraine will be a prosperous 
country in the EU in 1* years’ time, while 
a signi!cant minority of )1% predicted it 
will have a ruined economy and a high 
level of emigration.1,

In !"!4, there was a very high level 
of trust in both the defense forces (9!)) 
and volunteers (81)), indicating the im-
portance of civil society in Ukraine. The 
traditionally strong degree of trust in the 
Church has decreased and lay at 4"), 
which may be explained by complex rela-
tions between the various churches in 
Ukraine. There is no unanimous support 
for the present government or for legal 
institutions in Ukraine, with the highest 
levels of trust expressed for the President 
of Ukraine (4")). In February !"!*, only 
38) of the population saw political a.airs 
in the country as going in the right direc-
tion, while 4/) saw them as going in the 
wrong direction. This critical view of gov-
ernment politics is not new in Ukraine: 
the share of those satis(ed with the recent 
development of the country has as a rule 
been low, although during the (rst year 
of the full-scale war it was — following a 
success on the battle(eld — at *"—,"). 
There are some regional di.erences, 
but no signi(cant ones, with the share of 
critical respondents at 41—48) across the 
country.14 

PEOPLE SURVEYED in )*)5 mostly ex-
pressed somewhat contradictory feel-
ings concerning the development of the 
country, typically disappointment (,)%) 
and hope ()8%). Anton Hrushetskyi from 

KIIS interprets this as meaning there was 
a wish for something new in the air.15 
Besides war, the key worry of the popula-
tion is corruption. Sadly, an overwhelm-
ing majority (71%) sees this as having 
increased during the full-scale war, with 
minor regional di.erences,1" although 
most feel that there is now a genuine !ght 
against corruption.17 

Since the large-scale attack on Ukraine, 
new groups have emerged within its pop-
ulation, such as refugees who have moved 
out of the country, internally displaced 
persons, and Ukrainians who found 
themselves in occupied territory since 
February !"!!. The general attitude to-
ward these groups is somewhat reserved, 
but negative views are represented by a 

minority of 1"—!"). There is a consider-
able di.erence here in comparison to the 
attitude toward Russians from the Russian 
Federation, whom 8") of the population 
would not let into Ukraine. Volodymyr 
Paniotto (KIIS) comments18 that there is a 
risk that negative feelings toward the en-
emy may partially be transferred onto the 
Russian minority in Ukraine — a further 
result of the Russian aggression. 

WHEN ASSESSING Ukrainians’ attitudes 
to various holidays, we see that national 
holidays have increased in importance 
since )*1,, while Soviet holidays are being 
phased out. For instance, 5(% of those 
surveyed in Ukraine in )*)5 named Inde-
pendence Day as an important or favorite 
day, while the corresponding share in 
)*1, was only 1)%. Victory Day (May '), 
a key holiday in the Soviet Union as well 
as in today’s Russia, was an important or 
favorite day for just 11% of Ukrainians in 
)*)5, while the corresponding pre-war 
share in )*1, was (*%.1' A similar growth 
in commitment to Ukraine, as well as a 
certain optimism regarding its future, is 
con!rmed by other sources.)*

Since !"!1, support for the EU and 
NATO has grown further in Ukraine. In 

Graph 1. Stressful situations faced by Ukrainians in 2024

Source: Stressful situations in the lives of Ukrainians, 2024, (Press releases and reports, Kyiv 
International Institute of Sociology, January 30, 2025). Available at: https://www.kiis.com.ua/?l
ang=eng&cat=reports&id=1472&page=1. 
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!"!4, 9") of the population wanted to 
see Ukraine in the EU, and 84) in NATO. 
There is some regional variation, but even 
in Eastern Ukraine NATO is supported by 
,1) of respondents. Interestingly, people 
usually support membership of both 
organizations, but when asked for their 
priority, support for NATO is stronger 
than that for the EU (4/) vs. !!)). This 
response is understandable due to the 
war. Equally understandably, there is no 
high degree of trust in the USA; the option 
“hard to say” usually dominates in these 
responses, and President Trump’s peace 
proposals are considered unfair and un-
sustainable.!1

Ukrainians vs. Russians, 
Ukrainian vs. Russian
The KIIS research shows a new language 
climate as compared to what we found 
in )*17 and in )*)1. ",% of the popula-
tion now speaks Ukrainian at home, 
with 1,% speaking Russian and 1'% 
both languages. In )*)*, the share of 
Ukrainian-speakers was 5)% and that 
of Russian-speakers )5%. Regional dif-
ferences have diminished; the share of 
Ukrainian-speakers in Southern Ukraine 
increased from ))% to ,'%, for instance, 
and the share of Russian speakers re-
duced in Eastern Ukraine — where the 
war is on the doorstep — from 5,% to ,)%. 
In 1''8, almost half of the population 
(("%) found that Russian should be given 
the same attention as Ukrainian within 
Ukrainian-language schools, while in )*)5 
a majority (58%) felt that Russian should 
not be studied at all and )'% felt it should 
be studied as much as or less than other 
foreign languages.))

In Southern and Eastern Ukraine, a 
dramatic change occurred following the 
full-scale attack in !"!!. For instance, in 
!"19 a total of //) of respondents in East 
Ukraine felt that Russian should get the 
same attention as Ukrainian in Ukrainian-
language schools, while in !"!* the share 

was 8), with 3/) (nding that it should 
not be studied at all. Those Ukrainian 
families who speak Russian at home also 
felt quite often (!,)) that it should not 
be studied at all, while only 11) wanted it 
to be given equal attention to the Ukrai-
nian language. These results are partly 
explained by the Russian land grab in 
the Donbas, where the survey could not 
be carried out. When asked why Russian 
should be studied at school, people usu-
ally said that knowing foreign languages 
is useful, that there is Russian-speaking 
minority in Ukraine, and that there are 
historical reasons for learning the lan-
guage.!3

THE ATTITUDE toward Russia has com-
pletely changed due to the Russian at-
tacks. Until February )*1(, only 1,% of the 
population had a negative attitude toward 
Russia, while for 78% had a positive one; 
it is now positive for just 5% of the popula-
tion, while '1% have a negative attitude. 
In those parts of Eastern Ukraine that are 

controlled by the Government of Ukraine, 
8*% of respondents also feel negatively 
about Russia, as so do Russian-speaking 
Ukrainians in general (7"%). The negative 
attitude that was once reserved for the 
Russian government now also applies to 
Russian people in the Russian federation, 
including to some extent Ukrainians who 
live in Russia. The !nding is interpreted 
by KIIS as evidence that attitudes have be-
come increasingly political; they are not 
directly ethnic, since both Ukraine and 
Russia are ethnically mixed.)(

For comparison, the Levada Center 
surveys (nd that attention toward the 
war in Ukraine is decreasing in Russia, 
with approximately half of the population 
actively following its events and a similar 
share following them “without much 
attention” or not at all.!* This is in stark 
contrast to how the war is being experi-
enced in Ukraine. When asked to recall 
the events of the previous four weeks, 
Russian people most often mentioned 
personal events or nothing at all, with the 

Graph 2. Dynamics of attitudes towards Russia, 2008–2024

Source: We can see even without light that you are...” The attitude of Ukrainians towards Russia 
and Russians (Press releases and reports, Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, October 24, 
2025). Available at: https://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=1564&page=1.

“THE NEGATIVE ATTITUDE THAT WAS ONCE RESERVED FOR 
THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT NOW ALSO APPLIES TO RUSSIAN 

PEOPLE IN THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION, INCLUDING TO SOME 
EXTENT UKRAINIANS WHO LIVE IN RUSSIA.”

report
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war — or “special military operation”, as 
it is called — mentioned by only ,) of the 
respondents. However, ,3) of the popu-
lation accepted the actions of the Russian 
armed forces, with only 1*) stating that 
they do not support them. Responses 
concerning attitudes toward war veter-
ans are also overwhelmingly positive. 
Altogether, 4") of respondents felt that 
the war has done Russia more harm than 
good, while a third of the population saw 
it is as having had more of a bene(t. Ac-
cording to the Levada Center (ndings, the 
key perceived bene(t is the expansion or 
return of historically Russian territories 
(3")), while the key harm is the resulting 
loss of life or the high number of casual-
ties (,3)). Altogether, /1) of the respon-
dents support peace talks, while 3") feel 
that the hostilities should be continued.!/

RUSSIAN PUBLIC opinion concerning 
Ukrainians has changed over the course 
of time. During )**(—)*1", the share of 
those who consider Russians and Ukrai-
nians to be one people went down from 
7'% to ('%, while the share of those con-
sidering them to be two di.erent peoples 
went up from 18% to (,%. Thus, while just 
ten years ago Russians and Ukrainians 
were still typically considered to be one 
people, there is an increasing perception 
that this is not the case, even if this idea 
still persists to a lesser extent. The pseud-
onym “special military operation” enjoys 
widespread support, which some inter-
pret as being due less to anti-Ukrainian 
feelings than to propaganda and general 
right-wing authoritarianism, including 
support for Vladimir Putin.)7 

In conclusion
The share of Russian-speakers has de-
creased in Ukraine due to the war, but 
attitudes toward the Russian-speaking 
minority in Ukraine remain mainly toler-
ant even following the full-scale attack. 
This is understandable in the light of the 
country’s history, bilingualism, and many 
interethnic ties. Nevertheless, research 
into discrimination, hate speech, and 
hate crimes in Ukraine shows that, for 
instance, ,,% of respondents recognize 
discrimination against Russian speakers 
and )"% discrimination against Ukrainian 

speakers.)8 These are problems to be 
addressed during the forthcoming EU ac-
cession.

The Russian attack on Ukraine has 
strengthened the nationhood of Ukraine, 
“the unexpected nation.”!9 While the war 
is having a negative impact on practically 
the whole of society, there is nevertheless 
a strong will to defend the country and a 
high degree of optimism concerning its 
future. This situation is in stark contrast 
to that in the Russian Federation, where 
the population hardly seems to feel the 
impact of the war. The European-Ukrai-
nian peace proposal is widely accepted 
in Ukraine, although not without some 
reservations. Besides the war, corruption 
is the key malaise of Ukrainian society. 
Trust in government and its legislation 
is traditionally low in Ukraine, while the 
President of Ukraine enjoys a higher 
rate of trust as compared to the key in-
stitutions. The armed forces as well as 
volunteers are well trusted, re-ecting the 
importance of civil society — as we know, 
back in in !"14, Ukrainian civil society 
even played a major role in setting up and 
supporting a functioning national defense 
force.

THE RESULTS show that Ukraine has 
distanced itself from Russia due to the 
latter’s war against it. Beyond the Rus-

Source: How the Ukrainians see the future of Ukraine (Press releases and reports, Kyiv Interna-
tional Institute of Sociology, January 9, 2026). Available at: https://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng
&cat=reports&id=1577&page=1.

Graph 3. How do you see the future of Ukraine in 10 years?
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